March/April 2017

Museum Education Class Review

Museums of Western Colorado Education Department
Day one of the museum class went overwhelming well. We had more educationeers than had originally signed up for
the class. The excitement level was high, and everyone was eager to learn about everything that the Museums of Western
Colorado has to offer our community.
Our Executive Director Dr. Peter Booth talked to us a bit about his background, shared with us a few historical artifacts,
and even let us play with toys that predated those of us in the room. Curator of Education Rob Gay got us pumped
about dinosaurs and other ancient beasts from the area by highlighting his passion for paleontology and the rad things
he is currently researching in the newly designated Bears Ears National Monument in southeastern Utah. Not a single
kid was in the room, but the energy had a youthful enthusiasm. One
educationeer even expressed a general disinterest in dinosaurs, but
was fascinated to hear Rob connect these ancient monsters to the
prehistoric environments and global paleoclimatology at the time.
Dave Bailey, Curator of History, then took the group on a tour of
historic downtown Grand Junction, where we saw that residents and
architectural designers of Grand Valley have left their mark on the
cities that are visible even today.
Day two of the museum class took us to the Dinosaur Journey
Museum (DJ), where Curator of Paleontology Dr. Julia McHugh
taught us about the history of DJ, how fossils are made, and how you
can tell you’ve spotted one in the field. Rob and Julie then doubleteamed a tour of the exhibit halls, fossil prep lab, and collections, where
thousands of fossil specimens have been cataloged and curated. Rob
then took us out to a few world-renowned fossil sites in the Grand
Valley, where several new species have been named and where one
species was debunked. The paleontological wonders of the Grand Valley could not be contained in a single day trip, so
Curator Rob Gay extended the class to include another field day on March 13, during which we will visit the famous
Mygatt-Moore Quarry and learn how DJ creates opportunities for all to become field paleontologists for a day.
Day three of the museum class took us to Cross Orchards Historic Site,
where Site Manager Taylor Barnett gave us a glimpse into what agriculture
looked like in the Grand Valley more than 100 years ago. Two long-time
volunteers and museum educationeers, Sandy and Judy, led the group
around the 243-acre living history museum that houses vintage farming
equipment, period shops, and the largest collection of Uintah Railway cars
on the Western Slope.
Our first three classes have been a success! Many educationeers have already
expressed interest in becoming volunteers for the Museums of Western
Colorado, expanding the reach of the museum in our community.

Program News
Oral History Program

MWC For FREE

at Dinosaur Journey Museum

Every 3rd Thursday at Noon
Whitman Educational Center
248 S. Fourth St.

March 16

Our monthly Oral History will
be “The Unknown Stories of
Montrose—Legends and True
Tales,” presented by Sally Johnson,
Coordinator of the Montrose
County Historical Museum. Sally
grew up in museums; her parents
had a car/gun museum while
she was growing up. She then
helped build the Salida Museum
with her mother so museums
and history area big part of her
life. She is a member of the
Chipeta Archaeological Society
and Utah Indian Rock art Club.
A Colorado native, Johnson grew
up on Lookout Mountain (outside
of Golden), graduated from Salida
High School, and went to Mesa
College in Grand Junction.

Come to Fruita
and re-discover
the ancient world
of the dinosaurs
for FREE on
Wednesday nights!
Dinosaur Journey is
proud to announce
that we will begin
staying open late
on Wednesday
evenings, starting
March 15. We will be open until 7 pm on Wednesdays. Each night will
feature special activities that are FREE and open to the public. In addition,
all admissions after our normal closing time (4 pm Oct.-Apr. / 5 pm MaySept.) will also be FREE.
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5		
April 12
April 19
April 26

Behind the Scenes Tour: Prep Lab
Dinosaur Journey Scavenger Hunt
Movie Night: The Land Before Time
Behind the Scenes Tour: Collections
Movie Night: Jurassic Park
Fossil Cart Q/A
Exhibits Tour: Jurassic Gallery

April 20 - TBA
Oral History Programs are jointly
sponsored by the Museums of
Western Colorado and the Mesa
County Historical Society and are
free to the public.

MWC For FREE

at Museum of the West
Discover Together our free evening programs at the Museum of the
West. Get a personal tour by the Curator of History of our exciting new
discoveries, VIP access to the inner operations of the museum, outlaw
adventures, and an exciting treasure hunt through Western History. FREE
admission from 4 pm until 7 pm.
March 23
March 30
April 6		
April 13
April 20
April 27

Outlaws and the Wild West: Thrailkill Gallery Talk
Lost Gold Coins: Scavenger Hunt
Outlaws and the Wild West: Thrailkill Gallery Talk
Lost Gold Coins: Scavenger Hunt
Hidden Treasures: Behind the Scenes Tour
Distant Treasures in the Mist: Exhibit Gallery Talk

Grand Junction Native American Arts
Auction & Appraisal Clinic
by the R.B. Burnham & Co. Trading Post

Rugs, Pottery Baskets, Katsina Dolls, Jewelry, Art, and More

April 7 & 8, 2017
Grand Vista Hotel

2790 Crossroads Blvd. Grand Junction
April 7
		
6:00 pm
		
6:30 pm
			
		
7:00 pm
			
			

Reception with refreshments – Free
Presentation by fourth generation 				
Navajo Trader Bruce Burnham – Free
Appraisal Clinic - $15 per item
for informal verbal evaluation 				
Reservation required.

April 8
		
		

10 am - Noon
1 pm till done

Auction Preview
Auction

No Entry Fee to the Auction, No Bidder Fee, 10% Buyers premium
Other Native American artist vendors will be available.
Reservations for clinic:
chatch@westcomuseum.org | 970.242.0971, ext. 2212

Trips and Tours 2017
Arches National Park Geology
March 31 • Register by March 17
Led by Dr. Julia McHugh

Explore the iconic Arches National Park with a geologist! We will tour the
amazing cliffs, canyons, needles, windows, and arches of the park with plenty of
time for a few easy, short hikes to see Balanced Rock, Double Arch, Delicate Arch,
and more. Discover how these amazing works of nature were formed from solid
beds of sandstone. Be sure to bring your camera and wear good walking shoes
for this spectacular red rock tour.
$85/Museum member; $95/Non-member - Includes transportation, park
admission, guide, water, and lunch

Great Museums of Utah
April 27 • Register by April 13
Led by David Bailey

On this tour, we’ll visit two of eastern Utah’s finest museums. Our first stop will
be the John Wesley Powell River History Museum in Green River, which presents
exciting historic events associated with the Green and Colorado rivers. Full-scale
replicas of explorer John Wesley Powell’s boats, artifacts, and models bring to
life his dangerous journey in 1869. The next stop is the Prehistoric Museum at
Utah State University Eastern in Price. On exhibit is the world-famous Huntington
Mammoth as well as thousand-year-old Pillings figures. We will also visit their
Mesozoic Gardens exhibit, which features a living fossil landscape.
$90/Museum member; $100/Non-member - Includes transportation and
museum admissions - Lunch is not included.

Wild West Forensic Tour
May 26 • Register by May 5
Led by David Bailey

Participants will travel to Parachute to follow the trail of Harvey “Kid Curry”
Logan after he robbed the Silt train and learn about his supposed death at the
hands of a posse. The group will explore the mystery of one of the West’s most
colorful characters, John Henry “Doc” Holliday. We will tour the Frontier Historical
Society and learn about the real Doc Holliday, who has been shrouded in legend
and myth. Curator David Bailey will lead a guided tour of the Hotel Colorado in
Glenwood Springs and we will visit the haunts of “Diamond” Jack Alterie and Al
Capone. After lunch we will visit the Glenwood Springs Railroad Museum.
$90/Museum member; $100/Non-member - Includes transportation and museum admissions
Front row left to right: Harry A. Longabaugh, alias the Sundance Kid; Ben Kilpatrick, alias the Tall Texan; Robert Leroy Parker, alias Butch
Cassidy; Standing: Will Carver, alias News Carver; Harvey Logan, alias Kid Curry. Fort Worth, Texas, 1900.

Among other adventures still available:
Land’s End/Whitewater Basin: Ute Legends • June 22
Rivers, Tracks, and Dinosaurs • July 25-27
Jet Boating De Beque Canyon • August 8
Rocky Mountain National Park • August 14 - August 16

Loss of a Friend…
We are sad to report the loss of a dear
friend of the Museums of Western
Colorado, Peter Mygatt. Pete (upper
right in photo) died in his home in
Boise, ID on Feb. 23. He was 90 years
old. A veteran of the U.S. Air Force,
journalist, photographer, miner, forest
firefighter, car enthusiast and amateur
paleontologist, Pete loved exploration
and the road less-travelled. In 1981,
while hiking with his wife, Marilyn,
and friends J.D. and Vanetta Moore,
they discovered fossil bones in Rabbit
Valley. This discovery is known
today as the Mygatt-Moore Quarry,
one of the most important fossil
sites in the Grand Valley. For years,
Pete worked with the Museums of

Western Colorado paleontology crew
and volunteers to help excavate and
protect dinosaur fossils from this
and other sites. His contribution to
our museum and paleontological
collections has transformed the
Museum in a profound way. We
continue to work this site and
make extraordinary discoveries,
from the largest, most complete
Apatosaurus femur ever found, to the
first ankylosaur discovered in the
Jurassic Period – Mymoorapelta, to the
fourth documented intact skull of an
Apatosaurus. Pete has been a member
of our Museum family for more than
thirty years. He was a wonderful
companion and colleague. He will
be very missed. Pete is survived by
his wife, Marilyn, his brother, Robin

Bright, and his children Matt, Tony,
Amy, Wendy and Scott. Instead of a
funeral or memorial service, Pete has
asked that his friends and family go
out and have a drink and celebrate
life, love and friendship, and that
he will be there watching – the ever
present “fly on the wall”. Memories
and condolences may be shared with
the family at summerfuneral.com.

Paleontology Expeditions 2017 - Now Dig This!
This season we are offering halfday, one-, two- and three-day
adventures. The 2017 Paleontology
Expeditions will feature the return
of our most popular one-day dig,
The Mygatt-Moore Quarry, as well
as fossil prospecting hikes, paleo lab
experiences, and more. Participants

are trained to be citizen scientists,
working alongside our paleontologists
as we excavate the past.

discoveries in every rock layer waiting
to be made. We are so excited to see
what the 2017 season will bring.

Last year, one of our participants
discovered the skull of an Apatosaurus.
This is only the fourth intact skull of
Apatosaurus ever found! There are new

This is just a sampling of our
expeditions! Our full expedition
calendar can be dug up online at
www.dinodigs.org.

Callison Quarry Half Day Dig
May 22, May 24, May 26

Discover scenic Callison Quarry, just three miles from the museum in the Fruita
Paleontological Area. Probe through the soft shales and use your detective skills
to spot lizard & pterosaur bones, mammal jaws & teeth, and perhaps even the
rare crocodilian Fruitachampsa between the layers of mudstone. This quarry
is world-famous for having some of the smallest contemporaries of Jurassic
dinosaurs. Minimum age: 7
$65 - Includes transportation, guide/instruction, and tools

Mygatt-Moore Quarry One Day Dig

June 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 19, 21, 23, 26, 30; July 10, 17, 19, 21, 31;
August 4, 9, 11, 14, 16

Be a paleontologist for a day at the Mygatt-Moore Quarry. Get a little dirty
digging for dinosaur bones, teeth, and plants. Our paleontologists will make
sure you have all the training and tools you need. Fossil bones of the giant
Apatosaurus and the flesh-eating theropod, Allosaurus, are common in the
quarry. This trip ends with a guided tour of the Paleo Lab at Dinosaur Journey.
Expeditioners should dress for working outdoors in summer: bring a wide-brimmed hat, sturdy shoes or hiking boots,
sunscreen, and bug spray (biting gnats are common, unwanted visitors in late May and early June). Minimum age: 5
$140 - Includes transportation, guide/instruction, and tools, water, Lemonade, and Gatorade along with a picnic lunch

Executive Director News
Discover Together

Peter Booth, Executive Director
I recently had a conversation with staff about Museums of Western Colorado’s strengths. While I personally am proud
of our exhibits, trips and digs, archives and collections, volunteers and plenty more, the discussion made it clear to us that
one of our greatest strengths is our many partnerships in the community.
The MWC truly is a community-based museum. We were created by the community, and continue to be both
strengthened and supported by the community. These community roots are embodied by our mission – “Striving to
preserve the community’s heritage and tell the community’s story.”
MWC benefits – and benefits from – a breadth of strong and longstanding partnerships, including those with…
• Mesa County Valley School District #51, working together with MWC to develop/provide educational
programming and outreach kits for students
• Colorado Mesa University, greatly strengthening MWC’s
paleontology research and programmatic offerings
• Bureau of Land Management, Grand Junction Field Office
and the U.S. Forest Service, both being significant to preserving
the cultural and paleontological resources of surrounding/nearby
public lands
• U.S. Department of Energy, preserving our unique local
legacy of and contribution to The Manhattan Project
• History Colorado’s Pillar Program, supporting the
preservation of Colorado’s heritage as found in the collections of
small museums throughout the state
• local businesses who sponsor the presentation of MWC
exhibitions and programs
• other Western Slope museums that cooperate to present MWC’s annual Heritage Rendezvous exhibition, and
local heritage-based groups (Mesa County Historical Society, Palisade Historical Society and others) so vital to
promoting our local history
• City of Fruita, proudly providing Dinosaur Journey a home
• Mesa County citizens, whose support has helped to create and maintain our world-class museum
• and many more.
The Museum's staff and leadership want to celebrate these
partnerships and the cooperative progress they represent. However, we
also want to recognize that the largest partnership is with you—our
members and friends.
• It is your attendance at events and participation in our
programs that ultimately makes MWC a vital part of the Mesa
County’s community.
• It is your support that positions us to educate others.
• It is your bringing of visitors to a MWC site that boosts our
local economy.
• And it is your belief in the value of heritage that allows the
Museum to continue the imperative work of preservation.
Please join us in this celebration of partnership! And, we invite your commitment to carry forth the tradition of working
together to preserve our community’s heritage and tell our community’s story. Working together, discovering together.
Please, come “Discover Together” with MWC!

Education Department News
Museum Summer Camps

Robert Gay — Curator of Museum Education
Taylor Barnett — Cross Orchards Site Manager

The Museums of Western Colorado
has a long history of providing
hands-on educational opportunities
to the youth of the Grand Valley.
These have ranged from singleday camps at Cross Orchards to
week-length experiences around the
Grand Valley and the region. This
summer the Museums of Western
Colorado is proud to announce
that we are expanding our offerings
going into summer 2017.

This year we will be having short
and week-long children’s camps
at Cross Orchards. Aimed at
elementary and middle school
students, these classes will be held
in June and July. The elementary
classes will focus on archaeology
and the history of the Grand
Valley. These classes are still being
finalized; for more information
please contact Taylor Barnett, Cross
Orchards’ site manager, at tbarnett@
westcomuseum.org for the updates.
This summer the Museum is

also proud to announce two
paleontology classes aimed at high
school students. The first class will
be held June 5-18. This field camp
is held in Bears Ears National
Monument thanks to funding
from Canyonlands Natural History
Association. This rigorous outdoor
education program takes students
from across the Western Slope
and the country to southeastern
Utah, where an active investigation
has been ongoing with Curator
of Education Rob Gay and high
school students from across the
country. Applications are available
on our website or by emailing
robertg@westcomuseum.org. Space
is limited.

The second camp will take place
right here in western Colorado and
is open to all high school students.
Join paleontologist and Curator of
Education Rob Gay to the Gateway
area, where numerous remains of
ancient beasts dating to the Triassic
Period were discovered in the 1970s.

Professional scientists have not
investigated the region since that
time. We will begin on June 21
with instruction at the Museums
of Western Colorado’s Dinosaur
Journey and then head down into
the field for several days of camping
and exploring for new fossil sites.
Space is limited but no special
application is required. Contact
the Grand Junction Department
of Parks and Recreation to sign up
at 970-254-3866 or register online
at https://apm.activecommunities.
com/gjparksandrec/Activity_
Search/gateway-paleontologycamp/5834 starting March 15.
Looking forward to next year we
are hoping to be able to expand our
high school programs to include
archaeology camps at Cross. We will
also be bringing back more of our
popular spring break/intersession
camps in the 2017-2018 school year,
along with additional new camps.
The future is bright for the MWC
Education Department!

Cross Orchards News
Car Show
For the first time in more than a decade, Cross Orchards will host a car show! The Museums of Western Colorado, in
conjunction with local community members, is restoring this cherished event. The show will take place on May 20. There
will be numerous classic muscle cars, trucks, tractors, and motorcycles, as well as some truly exceptional and one-of-akind vehicles. It is sure to be fun for the whole family!

Summer Concert Series
The historic barn offers one of the most unique performing venues in all of western Colorado. The atmosphere of the
site adds a richness and depth to the wonderful music being played. That is why we are happy to announce a brand-new
summer concert series! This series will feature a different performance on the third Friday of every month from May to
October. Come and enjoy our region’s wonderful local talent right here at the beautiful Cross Orchards Historic Site!

Loyd Files Research Library News
Oral History Collection
The Oral History Collection, housed in the Loyd Files Research Library and Marie Tipping Archives, holds a
wealth of information on Mesa County because it is told by the people who lived during the events that shaped
the county. Housed on cassette tapes, it is difficult to listen to in its current format because there is a considerable
amount of background noise on many of them, which can make it difficult to understand what is being said, and
they cannot be easily duplicated because their format is outdated and machines to play them are difficult to find.
Currently, they are only available to researchers who can visit the museum.
To make this incredibly valuable collection more available to researchers and the public, the Loyd Files Research
Library and Marie Tipping Archives have collaborated with the Mesa County Public library to begin the digitization of the Oral History Collection. The library will be using its new recording studio to make MP3 files from the
cassette tapes. This will allow us to reduce the background noise and enhance the audio of the person speaking. The
Mesa County Public Library will be uploading the digital files to the Marmot Library website, where people will be
able to search for them by subject. The Loyd Files Research Library and Marie Tipping Archives will continue to
maintain both the original cassette tapes and the digital files. Having them available in both places will increase our
ability to offer them as a resource to people who may wish to use them.

The Value of NEH to Museums
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS) are
critical to museums' ability to serve their communities as economic and educational assets. They support museums
as institutions of learning and exploration, and as keepers of our cultural, historical, and scientific heritages. These
programs teach essential skills such as creativity, critical thinking, and effective communication.
NEH funds humanities councils in every state and U.S. territory. These councils sponsor family literacy programs,
speakers' bureaus, cultural heritage tourism, exhibitions, and live performances. It has awarded more than 63,000
grants since 1965, totaling $5.3 billion, and has leveraged $2.5 billion in private matching donations. That public
investment has led to the creation of books, films, museum exhibits, exciting discoveries, and more.
IMLS serves as the primary federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. The agency’s
work benefits libraries of all types: public, research, academic and tribal; and museums of all disciplines: art, history,
botanic gardens, aquariums, science and technology centers, children’s museums and zoos. They, and their partners,
have inspired libraries and museums to advance innovation, learning and civic engagement. They awarded more than
$2.7 million to museums and libraries in Colorado in 2016 alone
Did you know that the Museums of Western Colorado have benefited directly from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the Institute for Museum and Library Services? We have been the recipient of two IMLS
grants and one NEH grant. IMLS grants funded an environmental assessment of the C.D. Smith building prior to
the museum’s move in the early 2000s to ensure that the new building would be able to maintain proper conditions
for collections storage and the Museum Assessment Program (MAP) necessary to get us ready for reaccreditation
in 2008. The Cross Orchards Packing Shed/Barn was stabilized in the early 2000s thanks to an NEH grant given to
the State of Colorado Office of Historic Preservation, which allows them to fund projects protecting and preserving
the historic places of Colorado.

Exhibit News

This summer, Dinosaur Journey Museum in Fruita will host the Smithsonian traveling exhibit “Titanoboa: Monster
Snake.” Slithering in at 48 feet long and weighing an estimated one-and-a-half tons, this realistic replica of the
world’s largest snake is sure to send chills down any visitor’s spine. Sixty million years ago, in the era after the mass
extinction of the non-avian dinosaurs, scientists believe that a colossal snake related to modern boa constrictors
thrived in a hot tropical climate.
“Titanoboa: Monster Snake” includes the snake
replica and two vertebrae casts made from the
original fossils: a 17-foot-long modern green
anaconda and the vertebra from Titanoboa, as the
giant snake is called. The exhibition is a collaboration
between the Florida Museum of Natural History,
the University of Nebraska, and the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute. “Titanoboa” will travel
to 15 cities on a national tour organized by the
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service
and we are thrilled that Fruita will be one of those
destinations.
The startling discovery of Titanoboa was made by
a team of scientists working in one of the world’s
largest open-pit coal mines at Cerrejón in La
Guajira, Colombia. In 2002, a Colombian student
visiting the coal mine made an intriguing discovery:
a fossilized leaf that hinted at an ancient rainforest
from the Paleocene Epoch. Over the following
decade, collecting expeditions led by the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute in Panama and the Florida Museum of Natural History at the University of Florida
opened a unique window into what some scientists believe to be the first rainforest on Earth. Fossil finds included
giant turtles and crocodiles, as well as the first-known bean plants and some of the earliest banana, avocado
and cacao (chocolate) plants. But their most spectacular discovery was the fossilized vertebrae of a previously
undiscovered species of snake.
“Titanoboa: Monster Snake” opens to the public on May 19, with a special members’ reception at 5:30 pm on
May 18 at the Dinosaur Journey Museum in Fruita. The exhibit will slither away on August 5. Don’t miss your
opportunity to see this amazing exhibit!
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Cross Orchards Historic Site

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

3073 F Road • 970.434.9814
Closed for the season

Dinosaur Journey Museum

550 Jurassic Court, Fruita • 970.858.7282
October 1-April 30
Monday-Saturday • 10 am-4 pm
Sunday • Noon-4 pm

Museum of the West

462 Ute (5th & Ute) • 970.242.0971
October 1-April 30
Monday-Saturday • 10 am-4 pm
Closed Sunday

Loyd Files Research Library

Second floor of Museum of the West
462 Ute (5th & Ute) • 970.242.0971
Tuesday-Thursday • 10 am-4 pm
Monday and Friday by appointment only

March

April

Thru Oct 16

Heritage Rendezvous Exhibit:
Colorful Characters of the
Sunset Slope

Museum of the West

10

10 am

Volunteer Craft Meeting

15

10 am

15
16

5

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

6

4-7pm

MWC For Free

Museum of the West

Cross Orchards

7

10 am

Volunteer Craft Meeting

Cross Orchards

Volunteer Meeting

Cross Orchards

7&8

Native American Arts Auction

Grand Vista Hotel

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

12

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

Noon

Oral History Program

Whitman Ed. Ctr.

13

4-7pm

MWC For Free

Museum of the West

18

Rock Art of Canyon Pintado Trip - FULL

18

Roc Creek Rock Art Hike - FULL

22

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

19

10 am

Volunteer Meeting

Cross Orchards

23

4-7 pm

MWC For Free

Museum of the West

19

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

24

10 am

Volunteer Craft Meeting

Cross Orchards

20

Noon

Oral History Program

Whitman Ed. Ctr.

29

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

20

4-7pm

MWC For Free

Museum of the West

30

4-7 pm

MWC For Free

Museum of the West

21

10 am

Volunteer Craft Meeting

Cross Orchards

26

4-7pm

MWC For FREE

Dinosaur Journey

31

Arches National Park Geology Trip

Please note:
Dates and times of events, meetings, and programs are subject to change;
please call to confirm.

27
27
30

Great Museums of Utah Trip
4-7pm

MWC For Free
Last Day of Winter Hours

Museum of the West

